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The Defender’s Big Brother NewsWatch brings you the latest headlines related to You make the 

governments’ abuse of power, including attacks on democracy, civil liberties and use of difference. 


mass surveillance. The views expressed in the excerpts from other news sources do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Defender. 
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6.9 Million Users of 23andMe Had Personal 
Information Stolen by Hackers Latest Views 
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An estimated 6.9 million users of the genetic testing company 23andMe memo Points in Kids 5 


had their personal information stolen by hackers in a recent data breach, a and Under 
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AI Is Driving Google’s Healthcare Business. 
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Washington Doesn't Know What to Do About It. Get FREE News & 


Politico reported: Updates! 


Google wants to make your cell phone a “doctor in your pocket” that relies 
on the company’s artificial intelligence. 


But first, the tech giant will need to convince skeptical lawmakers and the 
Biden administration that its health Al isn't a risk to patient privacy and 
safety — or a threat to its smaller competitors. 


Google has assembled a potent lobbying team to influence the rules 
. ae SIGN UP 
governing Al just as regulators start writing them. But members of 


Congress say they're concerned that the company is using its advanced Al 


in healthcare before the government has had a chance to draw up 


guardrails. Competitors worry Google is moving to corner the market. Both 


fear what could happen to patient privacy given Google's history of Get Text Alerts 
vacuuming personal data. Sign up for breaking 
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options. The tech giant's already selling these tools to hospitals. It’s inked a i U.S. and a S 
deal with the Mayo Clinic, for one — and it foresees much more, including 
direct-to-consumer applications. Phone 
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The UN Is Threatening Privacy Under Pretense of a 
New Cybercrime Treaty EE 


Reclaim the Net reported: 


The U.S. digital rights group EFF is describing the latest UN Cybercrime 
Treaty draft as “a significant step backward” and a case of “perilously 
broadening its scope beyond the cybercrimes specifically defined in the 
convention, encompassing a long list of non-cybercrimes.” 


This “dance” — with some reported progress, for things to then again get 
worse — is not exactly new in the now lengthy process of negotiating the 
document, amid criticism not only from observers among the involved 
rights non-profits but also UN member countries. 


When it all started, the Treaty was presented as a “standardized” manner 
for the world to combat cybercrime. 


What has been happening in the meanwhile, though, is a seemingly never- 
ending stream of additions and expansions of the document's original 
powers, to the point where it has now, in the words of EFF, “morphed into 
an expansive surveillance treaty.” 


School Districts Across the Country Are Turning 
to AI for Increased Safety Measures 


Fox News reported: 


School districts nationwide are looking for new ways to protect their staff 
and students. In Louisiana's Iberville Parish, the district partnered with a 
software company to stop potential shootings before anyone gets hurt. 


Superintendent of Iberville Parish School District Louis Voiron said the 
district has committed to installing ZeroEyes gun detection artificial 
intelligence software into the schools’ existing cameras. 


Co-founder of ZeroEyes Sam Alaimo said the software, which does not 
store biometric data, is in more than 100 schools across 35 states. 


Experts Predict Mind-Controlled Devices May Be 
Common by 2040s 


The Epoch Times reported: 


Experts predict that by 2040, people will control smart devices with their 
thoughts due to advancements in ‘smart-brain’ technology. A smart brain, 
or Brain-Machine Interface (BMI), is a wearable or implanted device that 
directly links the human brain to smart devices like phones, computers, 
and robotic limbs. 


It would allow people to navigate the internet, send texts, and adjust 
thermostats by merely thinking, blurring boundaries between humans and 
machines. 


University of New South Wales (UNSW) biomedical engineering expert 
Mohit Shivdasani said scientists are “very close” to mind-controlled devices 
becoming an everyday reality rather than a science-fiction concept. 


However, biomedical researcher Christina Maher likened smart brains to 
someone “Speaking” for people, causing invasive ethical problems. “Brain 
data are arguably our most private data because of what can be inferred 
regarding our identity and mental state,” she said. 


Santa Monica College Prevails Over Vaccine 
Mandate Lawsuit 


Santa Monica Daily Press reported: 


A Santa Monica College (SMC) freshman, Carter Sparks sued SMC last year 
claiming the school’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate for in-person learning 
infringed on his religious freedom and right to privacy. Sparks filed the 
lawsuit seeking court orders to declare the mandate unconstitutional and 
beyond the district’s powers, along with injunctive relief and compensatory 
damages. 


The college argued that Sparks did not qualify for a religious exemption, 
Stating that his application did not express a sincerely held religious 
opposition to vaccination. The college also said that being Catholic does not 
automatically entitle someone to a religious exemption given the church 
doesn't have a prohibition on vaccination. 


Sparks had submitted requests for religious and medical exemptions, citing 
natural immunity from a previous COVID-19 infection, but the college 
disputed the medical evidence presented in support of his claims. 


The court rejected all of Spark’s claims saying he had not shown damages 
nor had he proven he was treated differently from other students on 
campus. 


Chinese Censors Delete News Report Probing 
Return of COVID Tracking 


Radio Free Asia reported: 


Chinese censors have deleted a news report investigating claims that local 
governments had brought back a hated disease-tracking app that was used 
during the “zero-COVID” era to confine people to their homes, amid an 
ongoing wave of respiratory infections across the country, according to 
local media reports and residents. 


The Dec. 1 Top News article cited social media posts across China as saying 
that local governments in Sichuan and Guangdong had both brought the 
app back online after retiring it following the lifting of three years of harsh 
COVID restrictions in December 2022, with users posting screenshots of 
their “green” health code from the app. 


While the article remained visible in syndicated form on Sohu.com’s mobile 
website on Monday, it had disappeared from the Top News website. 


The reports highlight public concerns that restrictive measures may make a 
comeback, as some suspect that the current pneumonia wave is being 
driven in the background by COVID-19, which affects people's ability to fight 
off opportunistic infections like mycoplasma pneumonia, and has been 
associated with waves of other respiratory infections in children. 
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SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


The Defender Staff 


The Defender is the news and views website for Children's Health Defense. Our mission 
is to end corruption to save democracy. Our content exposes the corporations, elected 


officials, government agencies and individuals who put profits before people and 
planet. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on 
legal strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those 
injured. We can't do it without your support 


Children's Health Defense Comment Policy 


We welcome relevant and respectful comments. Off-topic 
comments may be removed. 


Please read our Comment Policy before commenting. 
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This is purely conjecture on my part. Recently l've noticed that during many, many videos 
online, all kinds and particularly those featuring Al artwork, there will suddenly appear a 
large eye taking up the whole screen and looking directly at the viewer who will naturally 
fixate (important to note) their vision on the center of this eye, the pupil. So for example, if 
two eyes appeared on the screen the viewers' eyes would look back and forth between the 
two. The optical nerve is a direct conduit to the central nervous system. EMF's emitted from 
technological devices, specifically the luminous screens, purportedly can read thoughts, 
manipulate emotions and behavior. At the very least this could be capturing retinal data, like 
a fingerprint, but | think there's more to it and it's more sinister than that. When | see these 
images of an eye abruptly appear over the course of a video, and they stay stationary for | 
would guess at least a minute or longer, | immediately cover my eyes until the screen image 
changes if | want to keep viewing the video or, and probably better, | quit the video. Some 
Youtube videos will show in the menu a very large eye. | do not click onto those videos. 
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Hence the reason I always have stickers over my computer camera & cell camera. 
My kids think I'm a nut! ;) 
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6.9 Million Users of 23andMe Had Personal Information Stolen by Hackers" 
....so much about digital ID. Can anybody imagine the nighttime?.. 
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| suspected DNA was going to be used for evil when this 23andme came out. | guess 
theoretically DNA can be grabbed from any lab test but this one more. 
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